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Practice nurse statistics from the 
Australian GP Network
Network member organisation data shows the 
number of Practice Nurses in 2009 as 8914, a

15.3 percent increase since 2007 estimates (7728)

  From Network member organisation data, it is 
estimated that on average 56.9 percent of

general practices employ one or more Practice Nurses 
(similar to 2007, 58 percent)



More statistics

In full-time equivalent (FTE) terms the ratio in 2009 is 
3.0 GPs : 1 PN, also lower than the 2007 FTE ratio of 
3.42 GPs : 1 PN. This continues a trend seen in 2007 of 
more Practice Nurses per general practitioners

  In 2009, 84.8 percent of Practice Nurses are 
registered nurses (79.4 percent in 2007) and

15.2 percent enrolled (15.1 percent in 2007). 



Focus group evidence about the 
PN role
  The signs of showing, because we, we’ve got a very 
good system now with the health care assessments of 
the over 75s is that we try to get them in every twelve 
months and we can compare from year to year how 
they’re going, and one of the questions in it how do 
you, you know, your memory is, you know. (R2, PN)
the daughter is virtually waiting at the door with 
wonderful arms pleased to see you there because she 
knows you are going to back her up…(R4, PN)



We will be working out possible 
roles for ourselves
• Lily Smith, aged 86, is admitted to your RACF from 

the community. It is clear that she has dementia. 
You have some notes from the community nurse, 
but it would appear that the medical notes are 
missing.

• You ring Lily’s previous GP. She is unavailable and 
reception asks if you would like to talk to the 
practice nurse. You are told the nurse knew Lily well.

• What information would you like from the PN?



We will look at 
what education 
and training 
might be needed



We will look 
at barriers to 
PNs in this 
new role 
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And we will 
brainstorm how 
to overcome 
these barriers
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